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Synagro Commissions Digesters on Historic Sand 
Island With Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony 
BALTIMORE, Maryland, July 24, 2018 – Synagro Technologies, Inc., the preeminent provider of 
biosolids and residuals solutions services in the United States since 1986, yesterday formally 
commissioned the digesters at its in-vessel bioconversion facility on Sand Island, a small island within the 
city of Honolulu, Hawaii. Honolulu’s Mayor Kirk Caldwell joined members of the Synagro team and 
others to mark the occasion with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

The project, which broke ground in December 2015, provides additional digestion capacity needed to 
manage the projected solids loading, while also improving the wastewater treatment facility’s reliability 
and redundancy. The project comprised building one new digester and refurbishing the existing one. The 
new digester was completed in October 2016. The refurbished digester was completed in February 
2018. Having two digesters allows for routine maintenance or repair with no interruptions to 
operations while also accommodating the expected increase in residuals as Oahu’s population and 
business development increases. 

“Since the completion of the Synagro in-vessel bioconversion facility at the Sand Island Wastewater 
Treatment Plant in 2006, the City and County of Honolulu (CCH) has experienced significant benefits 
including a 99 percent decrease in landfill disposal of the SIWWTP’s biosolids and achievement of the 
CCH’s goal of minimizing the need to expand Oahu’s landfill,” explained Nick Caggiano, regional vice 
president, West, Synagro. “The biosolids are now converted into a commercial-grade, Class A 
"Exceptional Quality" fertilizer product for agricultural and commercial use on the island, moving 
Honolulu even closer to its long-term sustainability goal.” 

The facility utilizes renewable biogas, which displaces approximately 5,500 barrels of oil per year and 
reduces the island’s dependence on imported fossil fuels. 

"The City and County of Honolulu (CCH) faces the constant challenge of expanding and improving the 
collection, treatment, disposal and recycling of its waste materials," said Mayor Caldwell. “In 2002, we 
entered into a public-private partnership with Synagro to design, build and operate an in-vessel 
bioconversion facility that includes digestion, dewatering, drying and pelletization. Today's ribbon-cutting 
marks a renewed commitment on behalf of CCH and Synagro to be more sustainable and resilient by 
completing new infrastructure at the Sand Island Wastewater Treatment Plant." 

As an active member of Honolulu’s business community, Synagro is committed to its continuing 
partnership with the CCH to provide an environmentally safe and beneficial reuse solution for biosolids 
management on Oahu. 

http://www.synagro.com/


 
 
About Synagro 

Founded in 1986, Synagro Technologies, Inc. provides environmentally sustainable solutions for 
commercial and municipal organizations that generate organic by-products. Synagro consistently 
transforms industrial and municipal waste into environmentally friendly resources that benefit our 
communities. As the largest recycler of organic by-products in North America, Synagro uses best-in-
class processes, from beneficial reuse to renewable energy, that adhere to the strictest of environmental 
regulations to provide compelling solutions for communities across the continent. Serving more than 
600 municipal and industrial water and wastewater facilities in the United States and Canada, Synagro’s 
leading systems of organic by-product management services support municipalities of all sizes in saving 
money and meeting environmental regulations. Visit synagro.com to learn more. 

 
Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter. 
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